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Pastoralworks of the CatholicChurch

in Romacommunities
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Introduction

The CatholicChurch,through the activitiesof its missionariest priests,order brothers and sister,
seminarianspastoralassistantglaymen) andmanyvolunteerst isdedicatedto the formation of the
Romaasa natural part of the Church'gpastoralactivities. Experienceso far confirmsthe fact that the
renewalof life of the Romabasedon a changeof mindsethasconcretepositiveconsequences their
personallivesandin the societyof this minority assuch aswell asin the majority societyin terms of
cultural, educatioral, social/relational and economic aspects.Under the influence of religious
formation, they show willingnessto take responsibilityfor their actionsand for their families, they
provecompetentnot onlyin their localRomacommuniiesbut alsoon the labourmarket. Theseclaims
are alsosupportedby the scientificstudyof 20100f the Institute of Ethnologyof the SlovakAcademy
of SciencesBratislava'Godbetweenbarriers't Socialnclusionof RomathroughReligiont. Thestudy
confirmsthe fact that visibleresultsof socialinclusionof Romaare achievedby meansof religious
pastoralcare Religiousormation focuseson transformationof the personhimself Suchpeopleafter
their religiousconversiorintensify their religiouslife and changetheir perceptionof themselvesthus
approaclingthe needsof societyin a proactiveway. Inthe SIRONA&010researchyesearcherdooked
at fourteenindicatorsin the livesof Romain marginalisedRomacommunities:

1.Improvedschoolattendanceof children

2. Reductionin the levelof indebtedness

. Reductionin the usuryrate

.Increasdn job searchactivity

. Labourmarketparticipation

. Reductionof petty crime

. Reductiorof alcoholismand other substanceabuseproblems

. Reductionof gamblingand of gamblingaddiction

.Increasadn literacyrates(eliminationof illiteracy)

10.Increasdn communicatiorskills

11.Increasdn socialskills

12.Increasdn the frequencyof positivecontactswith other Roma
(Romafrom other villages)

13.Increasdn the frequencyof positivecontactswith the majority inhabitants

14. Eliminationof stereotypes

© 00N O~ W

Accordingto the qualitative researchfindings,the most successfulindicators for the Romawho
became members of religious movements are: reduction of substancedependencyt 98%, a
significantreduction in petty crime T 95%and reduction in debt T 90%. The conclusionof this
researchis that "all 14 indicators studied showeda successate of at least 80%."However,this is
not socialinclusion, but rather a socialchange.Thispositive changehasa high potential to leadto
socialinclusion. Fullinclusionis a "long run”, but it starts with socialchange.lt may start with one
generation,but it will probably endwith grandchildrenof this generation.

Pastoralkareis therefore basedon the possibilityandthe needfor holisticformation of the personin
religious,spiritual, intellectual, educational,socialand cultural aspects.The fruits of this formation
are Romawho areinterestedin educationandemploymentt andinthe longterm 1 educatedand

! http://www.uet.sav.sk/files/socialna_inkluzia_romov_nabozenskou_cestou.pdf
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employedRoma.Sincepastoral care of the Romabringsan effect apprecated by both the majority
population, municipalitiesand employers,we are convincedthat promotion of pastoral care of the
Romawill bring omnifacetedbenefits for the whole society.

Pastoralcareof the Romaincludesabout80 RomanCatholicand 20 Greek Catholigparisheswith about
100 priests,order sistersand brothers and more than 200 volunteersworkingin this field. Pastoral
care of the Romatakesplacein about 25 pastoralworksin the form of institutionalisedsystematic
pastoralwork. In the remaining parishesit is carried out within the framework of regular parish
pastoralcare (in a lessinstitutionalisedway). Pastoral ministries cooperatewith local governments,
communitycentres,schoolsandleisurecentres;with the SlovakCatholicCharity with localor national
NGOs suchasKANETh.o0.; TeacHor Slovakiap.z.Cestavont Omamap.z.;, S ¥& y lo.X.Bunky,
o0.z.JarovniceUmeleciScentrumF6; 1 2 BIXN Yolz.h K §/2 R $2 D mEtiert [ thdpadiris,

Fsrum] NJBn&KhinO ( A (ChriStiarpstitutionsForum)andmanyothers.

Thereis still no systemicsupport for pastoralcare of Romafrom public funds or other donors, but
there are many short-term projects supportedby e.gthe following foundationsor donors: German
Renovabig-oundation(the largestsupport); PreO 2 38liGoverningRegionOffice of the Government
of the Slovak Republic; Slovak Catholic Charity; Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic,
Implementation Agencyof the Ministry of Labourand SocialAffairs of the SlovakRepublic;self
governmens (selfgovernmens of municipalities where Roma live); Office of the Government
Plenipotentiaryfor RomaCommunities]]UVENT A-oundation;Office(s)of Labour,SocialAffairsand
Family of the SlovakRepublic;FranziskanefN Menschenin Not (Wien, Austria); United States
Conferenceof Catholic Bishops(Washington,USA);Parish of St. Eugenie(Stockholm,Sweden);
PORTICUEONRAMN. HILTONFUNDFORSISTERE& alifornia;ViennaCharity; MCSASBLBelgique;
HOPBB7; EsetFoundation;International Women Club Bratislava;PorticusVienna; PONTISHENKEL;;
DELL{ f 2 @ $ y 2 IN& aindbtlier non-governmentalbr private donors.
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Pastoralcareof Romais carried out
by Salesian®f DonBosco

About4,500Romalive in the Lunk IXhousingestate,makingup 99.9%of the estate'spopulation.The
entire Salesiarcommunityis dedicatedto pastoralcareof the inhabitantsof this housingestatet 4
priests,4 pastoralassistantandabout 10 externalanimatorsandvolunteers who are beinggradually
joined by animatorsfrom the localRomacommunity.

Themissionin Lunk IXstartedin 2003.LunXk IXis the largestRomasettlementin CentralEurope It
wasbuilt asa socialexperimenton the outskirtsof KoGce. Theoriginalinhabitantsof [ dzyNrithe
1980swere Roma, membersof the police and the army. In the 1990s,the majority population
graduallybeganto moveout of the estate. Approximatelys 000 peopleareregisteredto residein the
Lun IXhousingestate.Theestateis disconnectedrom heat(2005)andgas(2010),haslimited water
supplyto one hour in the morningand one hour in the afternoon (2009),and a part of the estateis
without electricity (2010).Theareaof the housingestate is one squarekilometre, it hasthe highest
populationdensityin SlovakiaTheaverageageis twenty years,unemploymentis 90%.The primary
schoolis attended by 1 100 children, of which 220 children attend the first year. For severalyears,
priestsaswell asreligiouscommunitieshavebeenapproachedand askedto be presentin Lurfk IX.In
2003,two diocesanpriestsfrom other diocesesvolunteeredfor a five-year assignmentTheywere
presenton the estate and actively cooperatedwith the school(the priestsfunded scholarships)in
2005they beganconstructionof a pastoral centre. When their presenceendedin June2008, the
Salesian®f Don Boscotook their place and a new missionteam was formed around them. They
continuedwith the constructionof the pastoralcentre,whichwascompletedin 2011.In 2017they set
up alaundryfor the residentsof the estate.

Currently the pastoralcarein Lurjk IXconsistan coachingamiliesand children- in cooperationwith
the school,in leisureactivities(campsiutoring), in preparationfor the sacramentsandthe celebration
of these in the promotion of hygienehabits (the Salesiandiave set up a laundry for the housing
estate), andaboveallin coexistencalirectlywith the Romapeoplein the middleof the housingestate.

Web: https://lunik9.sk/ ;
FB:https://www.facebook.com/lunik9.sk

IBAN

Lun¥1X¢0.z.0he y t R SR73833300000002801792078
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Jarovnice

Sestry Congregatio Jesul! ”

REGION: NI Se¥@bverningRegion

DISTRICTBabinov

DIOCESRrchdiocesef KlOA O S

Pastoralcare of Romais carried out by the community of three CongregatioJesuorder sisters(Sr.

Silvia, Sr.Rachel,Sr. Antsnia) in cooperation with two priests of the parish (parishpriest Radoslav
D S 2 Bide®2011)and chaplainBystik Sabo(since2021)in cooperationwith lay Romavolunteers
within the frameworkof OZJarovnice

Jarovnicare inhabited by approximately7400inhabitants,of whom about800are Slovaksand 6600
areRomaPastorakareof Romais providedby threeorder sistersof Congregatiadesuvho havebeen
doing pastoral, social and educationalwork for the Romain Jarovnicesince 2007. In 2011 they
establisheda religiouscommunityin the village Within the frameworkof the OZJarovrice, 15 Roma
volunteersand 35 Romaactivationworkershelpthemwith the childrenandat the Romachurchin the
settlement Theyarealsoinvolvedin variousassistanceasksboth in the villageandin the settlement.
Romalay volunteers(about 11) help as well. The sistersalso cooperatewith the parishoffice, the
municipaloffice andthe field workersin the village.Theyare assistedy two pastoralassistanta one
Romapersonandanorder sister. Thepastoralministryin Jarovnices broadandmultifaceted.Besides
pastoralcareit includessocialand educationalministry. Thebasicmotto of the ministryis "practical
love", with the emphasion encouraginghe Romato participateandvolunteerin the serviceto their
own community and society (community socialwork). The order sisterscarry out their voluntary
serviceto the Romaselflesslybesidetheir paid jobs. In their work with Roma,they applya so-called
'merit system'.Everybodyhasto participatenot only spiritually,but alsopracticaly and financiallyin
the organizedactivities,trips, revivals,etc. In additionto preparationfor the sacramentsasa part of
the pastoralcare,they alsohold Bibleandlector meetingsand organizespiritualrenewak for women,
girls,and families.Every Sundaythey distribute the Eucharisto the sickandthe elderly both in the
settlementandin the village.With the help of volunteers,they take careof the Romachurcht they
dothe washingdecoratingandironing On variousholidaysthey preparespiritualacademiesmusicals
andtheatre performancesn the three churchesof the parish.Theylead a children'sand youth Roma
choirs. Within the frameworkof socialwork, they providebasicsocialcounsellinghelpingwith various
problemsin the areasof work, family and sociallife. Theyalsohelp with educationof the Roma.They
providepracticaltraining aspart of graduatepractice Bymeansof activationallowancethey assistin
practicaleducationthus helpingto promote proper work habits. Theyorganizevariouseducational
activities T lectures, trainings, exercises tutoring and various cultural and educationaltrips and
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competitions. During the week, about 350 young people, children and adults participate, in
cooperation with Roma volunteers in leisuretime activities (dance, theatre, guitar, singing,
handicrafts, etc.). Products from the handicraft workshop are offered as a meansof support of
activitiesof OZJarovnica theycanbe orderedandpurchasedor avoluntarycontribution.

Within the framework of the OZJarovnice a total of 14 projectshavebeenimplementedso far with

the financial participation of this civic associationthree of which are still in progress a project of

educationin the computerandlabourfields, in the field of communicationandin the economicfield

for 105 Romawomen and girls with the objectiveto eliminate discrimination a project of pastoral
assistantsand a project of activationworkers.In addition, Sistersof Congregatialesuare involved in

the implementationof two other projectst the constructionof a new churchkindergarten having
boughtthe landfor it andthe completionand exterior makeoverof the RomaPastoralCente, which
was built with the majority financialsupportof the RENOVABIBoundation Thiscentre will not only
housethe communityof Sistersof CJbut it will alsobe a home for variousactivitieswith the Roma
peopleandfor cooperationwith universitiegstudentscometo Jarovnicdor internships) Thefinancial
participation of the sistersis necessaryor all of theseprojects.

Web: https://www.jarovnice.sk/sestncj-jarovnice
FB SestryCdJarovnice

IBAN- OZJarovniceSK789000000000505578895
IBAN- SestryCJ:SK652000000002901072158
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Bardejowgt 2 Ot NJ I

REGION: NI Se¥@bverningregion

DISTRICBardejov

DIOCESRrchdiocesaf KaO A O S

Pastoralcare of Romais carried out by Salesian®f DonBosco

The PO ik housingestate is located on the peripheryof the town of Bardejov It is inhabited by

approximatelyl,600 Roma.Pastoralcare within this community beganin 1989,when Sr. Athanasia
from the Order of St. Basilthe Great started regularly visiting the housingestate After a year of

workingwith the Romahere, sheinvited the communityof the Salesian®f DonBoscoto cooperate
with her. Thesebegantheir pastoralwork first with the youth. At the beginning activitiestook place
only in the open air. Later the Salesiangented the premisesof the cultural house In 1995 they

graduallyreconstructedit with the help of localRomaandvarious sponsorsturning it into a pastoral
centreanda chapelof the BlessedZephyrinusa blessedRomamartyr. Graduallythe eventsbeganto

evolve into regular activitiest preparationfor the First Holy Communion,marriage preparation
meetings girls' or boys' meetings,later also meetingsfor animatorsand confirmands.In 2001 the

Salesiangstablisheda ChurchKindergarterandin 2006they openedthe BlessedZephyrinuPrimary
Schoolwith KindergartenOvertime, other activitieswere added the Devle&here éhave choir was
establishedand summercampsfor children, prayer meetingsfor mothers and fathers, and tutoring

for pupilshavebeenorganizedregularly.

Web: www.pobavi.sk
IBAN:SK58)2000000004163528254

10


http://www.pobavi.sk/

| | y dzOad#@3IU2 dz

REGION: NE Se¥@bverningRegion
DISTRICWVranovnad¢ 2 LJU 2 dz
DIOCESRrchdioces®f KIOA O S

Pastoralcareof Romais carriedout by: in 1990- 2020
by RomadeaconMichal Horvt; after his death his
work is continuedby hiswife Daniela.

The pastoral care of the Romain HanuO 2 gra& ¢ 2 alllegan in 1990. Hanu®vce has 3800
inhabitants,of whom about800are Roma.n 1998,RomadeaconMichalHorv t wasemployedin the
newly establishedCommunityCentre.Thecentre offered not only cultural and educationalactivities
for Romabut alsoreligiousactivitiesand events In 2004,whenthere were no more financesfor the
operationof the CommunityCentre,deaconMichalHor t continuedhis pastoralwork nevertheless
and raisedfinancesfor renting the premises. In 2017,the PastoralCentret KherAngloRomawas
built thanks to the financial support of the RenovabisFoundation,the municipality, local Roma
entrepreneursand collectionsby both the majority and minority socieies After the death of deacon
Michall 2 NBZin 2020),his wife Danielahascontinued to coordinatepastoralactivitiesamongthe
Roma.

Activitiesof the PastoralCentre:tutoring childrenand preparingthem for classesmusic,arts, sports
andother leisureactivities;childrenandyouth meetings;choirand musicgroup; mothers'fellowship;
mentoring;formation of volunteers;learningparentingskills preparationfor marriaget responsible
parenthood,family care,preparingchildrenfor the sacramentsprganizingpilgrimagesetc.

C.t¥ 3 6 OB v G NHzY
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MariaRomeroCollege

REGIONY 208 SeltGoverningRegion

DISTRICT¥ 2 OA OS

DIOCESRrchdiocesof KOA O S

Pastoral care of Romais carried out by Salesian
order sisters

We started the pilot project of Maria RomeroCollegein the school year of 2020/21 in a rented
apartment, workingwith girlswho were givencareby the SalesiarSisterdan Lurfk IX.It is a prototype
of pastoralcarethat incorporatesthe following elemenss: assistancen studyingat a schooloutside
the ghetto; living in a favourableand supportiveenvironmentduring schooldays;living within the
Slovakmajority facilitatingintegrationandmutual contactwithout prejudice;educationakndfinancial
participation of the children'slegalguardiansand improvementof parentingskillsthrough monthly
talkson the child'sprogressWe connectthe worldsof the majority andminority, not relieving parents
of their responsibilityfor upbringingof their childrent we want the childto keepin touchwith hisor
her culture and spendweekendsat home. We encouragemutual friendshigs between Romaand
Slovalgirlsthroughmentoringrelationshirs.

FBY 2 f S A A diXoSero
IBAN:SK8075000000004007868759

REGIONY 208 SeltGoverningRegion

DISTRICE: NS 06 A 02 @

DIOCESHRrchdioces®of KIOA O S

Pastoralcareof Romais carriedout by order sistersfrom Communityof
the Sistersof the Most Holy Saviour

In ¢ NB 0 GitY®e&more than 6 000 Romapeople, which representsabout 25% of the
population. Since2017,the sistersof the Communityof the Most Holy Saviou have been
working with the Romaby meeting once a week with the childrenin the schoolcafeteria,
wherethey are doingpastoralcare Sisters asretired women,do this serviceon a voluntary
basis.Theycooperatewith the municipalityandwith Archdio@sanCatholicChariy.
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RomaMissionCentreY 2 OA O S

CENTRUM
ROMSKEJ
MISIE

REGIONY 208 SeltGoverningRegion

DISTRICT¥ 2 OA OS

DIOCESRirchdiocesef KO A O S

Director of the Centre:SalesianDonPeterBeO Sy & S A

TheMetropolitan Archbishopof KoGce hasestablishedhe RomaMissionCentreKaO A i©Jaly1, 2020.
Themain missionof the centreisto offer professionalmoral and humansupportto all consecrated
and lay people involvedin the spiritual ministry to the Roma.A part of the Centre'smissionis to
facilitate more effective pastoralcarein the territory of the Archdioceseof KaO A i® Sicha way, so
that all thoseinvolvedin spiritualministry couldfind new sourcesof inspirationand opportunitiesfor
their ministryto the Romain their respedcive parishes.

TheRomaMissionCentreKalce publisheda Devotionalto the RomaBlessedVartyrs Zephyrinusand
Emiliaand wasintensivelyinvolvedin the preparationof the meetingof the Holy FatherFranciswith
the Romaat LurN X,y 2 OA OS @

Email besenyei.peter@abuke.sk

IBAN:SK5402000000000000243512
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GreekCatholicRomaMisionin the Vranovnad¢ 2 LJDi&trdz(GRMVT)

REGION: NJ Se¥@pverningRegion
DISTRICWVranovnad¢ 2 LJU 2 dz
DIOCESRrchdioces®f Pred 2 &

Pastoralcareof Romais carriedout by GreekCatholicpriestsassignedor Romapastoralcare(Michal
Fedin,Wit 5y 2 NJMb Llerhed) PeterLazolKk. Founder:Fr.Martin Mekel.)

TheVranovDistrict canbe consideredhe cradleof the entire GreekCatholicRomamission.Thefirst
communitieswere formed here andfrom herethe missionspreadfurther to the districtsof Bardejov,
Stat ] dzo & &d Prelv. The missionin the Vrarov District is under the auspicesof the Greek
CatholicFormationCente (GFCJor Romain 2 &v@&. It is anindependentlegalentity that derivesits
legal personalityfrom the GreekCatholicChurchin Slovakiaand its founder is the GreekCatholic
Archbishopriof Pre®v. It wasestablishedn 2012.At present,four priestscarryout pastoralcareof
the Romain the following municipalitiesof the Vranovdistrict: 2 A 6 ¥ @W#BhecRudlovyzt Y dzii 2 @5
Y| Y S Pofuba,{ | 6 dz¥Rr@blenad ¢ 2 LIUHENAS: Skrabsk and Pros&ov. The approximate
number of Romain thesevillagesis 6,000. The appointed GreekCatholicpriests are helpedin their
pastoralcare of the Romaby localleaders,animatorsand volunteers.Togetherthey are involvedin
the prepamtion of liturgies, organizing prayer meetings and forming evangelistic groups or
communities.Speciakime is also devotedto youngpeople and children,for whom mostly one-day
trips andactivitiesare organizedespeciallyn this "covid period"). Thereare alsoseveraimusicgroups
operatingin the district. Besidesother activities, they accompanythe celebrationof holy liturgies.
Thereis currentlya CommunityCente workingunderthe GFGor Romain 2 &av@,whichworksclosely
with the pastoralcentre andis of a greatbenefit for the whole pastoralcare.

Currently, GRMVTisworkingintensivelyon a new exceptionabprojectt establishinganorganicfarm
a! RI K& EBNER o) with the mainobjectiveto educateandemploypeoplefrom the Roma
community.

Web: https://romskamisia.sk/misia/vranov/
FBhttps://www.facebook.com/romskamisia

FBAdamovdvor: https://www.facebook.com/obrabataopatrovat
IBAN:SK2809000000005026048873
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GreekCatholicRomaMissionin the BardejowDistrict(GRMBJ)

REGION: N5 Se¥@bverningRegion

DISTRICBardejov

DIOCESRrchdiocesef PreO 2 @

Pastoralcare of Romais carried out by a GreekCatholicpriest assignedor Romapastoralcare(lgor
2 A 1ahdyolunteers

TheGreekCatholicRomaMissionin the Bardejowdistrictis anindependentiegalentity, whichderives
its legalsubjectivityfrom the GreekCatholicChurchin Slovakialt wasestablishedon Augustl, 2017
by the Archbishopand Metropolitan of PreO 2 idns.t yBabjak SJ.

Themissionof the GreekCaholicRomaMissionin the BardejovDistrictisto bringthe messagef the
Gospelespeciallyto peoplelivingin Romacommunitiesin the territory of the Pre®v GreekCatholic
Archdiocesén the BardejovDistrict, through a variety of pastoral,formation, spiritual, cultural and
socialactivities. GRMBJcontributesto the preventionof racismandxenophobiaandhelpsto reconcile
communities with different social, cultural or spiritual roots. We work in the following Roma
settlements:Malcov,Snakov]enatov, Petrou , CigaS{ | @

We havebeenworkingwith Romain the BardejovDistrict since2016.We ministerto youngpeople,
children, married couples familiesand the elderly. Our whole ministry is basedon the spirit of our
vision:to leadthe Romapeopleto eternaljoy throughpiety, reconciliationandcommitment.lt is built
on 4 pillars: evangelismguality, buildingup Romaleaders,and creatingspacefor Romaoutsidethe
settlements. We servein supportingthe parishesand create infrastructure for this ministry, e.g.
houdng for the priests and their families or facilities (chapels,pastoral centres) for meetings and
regularactivitiesfor ministeringto the Romain the respectivevillagesand settlements In 2017 we
managedto buy an older family housein Lenartovand we are currently convertingit into a parish
housewnherethe priestand hisfamily servingin GRMBJwill live. All the constructionwork is done by
the Romathemselves Thebasisof the ministry is workingwith peoplein smallgroupson a regular
basis,meetingat leastonce a week. Spiritualformation of children,youth and adultstakesplacein
formation groups.We alsoengagen sacramentapastoralcare.

In the BardejovRomaMission,severalgospelmusicbandshavebeenformed, e.g. AVMANCAand a
theatre group led by Mgr. ViadinN Ndurek PhD. We regularly attend and participate in the
organization of variousevents:the Romapilgrimageof familiesto Jutina, the FestRonfestival,the
Bararasactivities andthe Rybkaheatre competition Throughoutthe yearwe alsoorganizeour own
smallerpilgrimagesand openpraiseandworshipprayermeetings.

Web: https://romskamisia.sk/
FB:Gr0 ] 2 ] dkaisgnskamisiav okreseBardejov
IBAN:SK7509000000005133754693
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GreekCatholicRomaMissioninthe{ @ 1] Nito 2D¥s#iet(GRMSL)

REGION: NJ Se¥@pverningRegion

DISTRICT i I] Nito 2 @z |

DIOCESRrchdioces®f Pred 2 @

Pastoral care of Romais carried out by Greek Catholic priests assignedfor Roma pastoral care
0 [ S eLlyak)dnddiocesanpriestsin the parish(Miroslav~imko and chaplains)

TheGreekCatholicRomaMissionin the district of Stat | dzo & i€sart of the diocesan(eparchial)
RomaMissionwithin the dioceseoft NB @&@i@ gastoralwork hasbeencarriedout in the parishof

~ I N$ Jasirgbiesince 2015, in Jakubay since 2016 and in 2 A $idte 2019. Thereis one priest
assignedo Romapastoralcare In~ | N$Jéstiale this speciapastoralcareis carriedout by diocesan
priests(by the parishpriestandthe chaplain).Thepriestsdevotethemselvedo the formation of men,

boys, girls and women respectively,they organiz spiritual renewal events camps,trips, prayers

praise and worship meetingsand networking meetingsacrossvillagesand settlements.In ~ I N& O & {
Jastrale, there areabout 700Romainhabtants out of the populationof 1,40Q Pastoralcarefor them
takesplacein a former stablein the local cooperative.Evensuchpastoral care is bearingfruit in
changinghe livesof manyRomain the village.

Web: https://www.misiamozna.sk/
IBAN:SK48)9000000005133455837
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